Employment Situation, January 1986 by Maine Department of Labor et al.
Maine State Library
Digital Maine
Center for Workforce Research and Information
Documents Labor
1-1-1986
Employment Situation, January 1986
Maine Department of Labor
Maine Bureau of Employment Security
Maine Division of Economic Analysis and Research
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalmaine.com/cwri_docs
This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Labor at Digital Maine. It has been accepted for inclusion in Center for Workforce Research
and Information Documents by an authorized administrator of Digital Maine. For more information, please contact statedocs@maine.gov.
Recommended Citation
Maine Department of Labor, Maine Bureau of Employment Security, and Maine Division of Economic Analysis and Research,
"Employment Situation, January 1986" (1986). Center for Workforce Research and Information Documents. 434.
https://digitalmaine.com/cwri_docs/434
,, 
BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Seasonal layoffs in contract construction, retail trade, and services caused the unemployment rate in 
the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area to. rise for the second consecutive month in January. Total 
joblessness in the area rose fr001 950 in December to 1,240 in January. The resulting unemployment rate 
of 4.9 percent was up from last month's rate of 3.8 percent, but down from the January 1985 rate of 5.5 
percent. Despite the local rise in unemployment, the January 1986 unemployment rate of 4.9 percent was 
much 1 ower than the corresponding state and national unemployment rates of 6 .8 percent and 7 .3 percent, 
respectively. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Layoffs in shoe manufacturing, coupled with seasonal 1 ayoffs in retail trade, services, and 
construction, pushed the unemployment rate in the Biddeford Labor Market Area to its highest level in 
six months. The local unemployment rate jumped from 3.8 percent in December to 6.6 percent in January. 
Between December and January resident employment fell from 23,830 to 22,750, ·.vhile the number unemployed 
swelled fr001 940 to 1,610. The econanic climate was healthier a year ago at this time when unemployed 
reidents numbered 1,400 and the unemployment rate stood at 5.9 percent. Despite this latest setback, 
the current unemployment rate of 6.6 percent remains below both the state and national rates of 6.8 
percent and 7.3 percent, respectively 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Traditional seasonal layoffs in retail trade and contract construction were mostly responsible for 
increased unemployment in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area in January. Total 
joblessness in the area rose from 2,700 in December to 3,200 in January, while resident employment 
dropped from 37, 700 to 36 ,800. The resulting unemployment rate of 8 .0 percent was up from 1 as t month's 
rate of 6.7 percent. Meanwhile, the state's unemployment rate increased from 4.9 percent in December to 
6.8 percent in January, while the national rate jumped from 6.7 percent to 7.3 percent. Local nonfarm 
wage and salary employment fell from 37,500 in December to 37,000 in January. Employment in 
manufacturing increased by 300 new jobs, with gains of 100 jobs each in the paper, shoes, and electrical 
machinery industries. Nonmanufacturing employment declined by 800, as layoffs of 500 jobs in retail 
trade, 300 in contract construction, and 100 in local government overshadowed a gain of 100 jobs in 
services. Last year during January 3,500 local residents were unemployed and the unemployment rate was 
8.7 percent. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Following historical trends, the unemployment rate in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area rose 
from December to January. Resident employment fell from 110,100 in December to 106,100 in January, 
while the number unemployed rose from 3,000 to 3,900. As a result, the unemployment rate rose from 2.7 
percent to 3.5 percent. Unemployment rates for Maine and the Nation remained considerably higher in 
January at 6.8 percent and 7.3 percent, respectively. The local econany appears slightly stronger than 
a year ago, when unemployment numbered 4,400 and the unemployment rate stood at 4.1 percent. Total 
nonfann wage and salary employment fell by 2,500 between December and January. Seasonal losses were 
evidenced in government, retail trade, services, and construction. Small gains were recorded in shoe 
and transportation equipment manufacturing. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area rose for the third successive month in January. 
Resident employment declined from 7,720 in December to 7,610 in January, with layoffs in lumber and v1ood 
products, shoes, contract construction, retail trade, and local government more than offsetting an 
employment increase in the paper industry. Total unemployment increased from 610 in December to 740 in 
January. As a result, the local unemployment rate increased from 7.3 percent to 8.9 percent. 
Meanwhile, the state and national unemployment rates for January 1986 stood at 6.8 percent and 7 .3 
percent, respectively. Locally, a year ago 840 people were unempl eyed, and the unemployment rate was 
9.8 percent. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The employment situation worsened some~-1hat in the Waterville Labor Market Area as resident employment 
evidenced a traditional decline. Employment fell from 21,540 in December to 20,010 in January. At the 
same time the number unemployed rose from 1,040 to 1,350. The resulting unemployment rate of 6.3 
percent c 1 imbed above the rate of 4 .6 percent recorded in December but was below the 6 .6 percent 
recorded in the area a year ago. The 1 ocal unemployment rate was below both the state and national 
rates of 6.8 percent and 7.3 percent, respectively. A year ago local resident employment was 20,700 and 
1,460 were jobless. This January, employment losses were sustained in paper and al lied products, food 
and kindred products, apparel, and lumber and wood products. Employment losses al so occurred in trade 
and construction. 
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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF 
l.tf ~~-!Q ! i ~~::~~:,:::~::.::.: ::~~::;,h STATISTICAL DATA SERIES: CLF 1-86 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES JI 
LABOR FOACE_p RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
AREAS 
Jan. 86 Dec. 85 Jan. 85 Jan. 86 Dec. 85 Jan. 85 Jan. 86 Dec. 85 Jan. 85 Jan. 86 Dec. 85 Jan. 85 
MAINE-Slalewlde .... . .• . ....•.•• 537 .9 555.5 535.0 501.4 528.2 497.6 36.5 27 .3 37.4 6.8 4.9 7.0 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA . ..•.....•.•••.•.• 38,700 42,000 40,000 36,200 40,000 37,500 2,500 2,000 2,500 6.5 4.8 6.3 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA ...•. .• ..• 40,000 40,400 40,100 36 ,800 37,700 36,600 3,200 2.100 3,500 8.0 6.7 8.7 
Portland MSA .....•..•.••..... 110,000 113, 100 107,100 106,100 110,100 102,700 3,900 3,000 4,400 3.5 2.7 4.1 
Portsmouth-Dover-
Rochester MSAl[ ........... 119.460 123,460 114,990 115,160 120,240 108,910 4,300 3,220 6,080 3.6 2.6 5.3 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta ..... . ............•... 30,000 31,360 30,540 28,000 29,820 28,640 2,000 1,540 1,900 6.7 4.9 6.2 
Bath-Brunswick ............... 25,560 24,760 25,110 24,320 23,810 23,740 1,240 950 1,370 4.9 3.8 5.5 
Belfast .. ...... . .............. · 10,320 10 ,860 10,460 8,990 9,870 8,970 1,330 990 1,490 12.9 9. 1 14 . 2 
Biddeford ..................... 24,360 24,770 23,570 22. 7 50 23,830 22,170 1,610 940 1,400 6.6 3.8 5.9 
Boothbay Harbor·Wlscesset ..... 10 ,600 12 ,420 10,820 9,850 11,870 10,080 750 550 740 7.1 4.4 6 .8 
Calais-Eastport ................ 12,370 12,740 12,450 10,810 11, 750 11,050 
. 
1,560 990 1,400 12.6 7.8 11.2 
Caribou-Presque Isle . • •.•...... 20,880 21,660 20,670 18~870 19,930 18,330 2,010 1,730 2,340 9.6 8.0 11.3 
Central Penobscot ......••..... 2,760 2,780 2,490 2,510 2,600 2,260 250 180 230 9.1 6.5 9. 2 
Dover-Foxcroft . . . ............. 6,220 6,410 6,490 5,780 6,070 6,040 440 340 450 7.1 5.3 6.9 
Ellsworth . .......•..•.....•..• 20,330 21,100 19,580 18 ,260 19 ,920 17 ,850 2,070 1,180 1,730 10.2 5.6 8.8 
Farmington . . ................• 11,080 12 ,080 11, 710 10,080 11,220 10,540 1,000 860 1,170 9.0 7.1 10.0 
Fort Kent-Allagash . ..•.•..••... 4,850 5,150 5,470 4,350 4,740 4,990 500 410 480 10.3 8.0 8.8 
Greenville .......... • ....••... 1,120 1,110 1,320 1,010 1,000 1,190 110 110 130 9.8 9.9 9.8 
Houlton . . ...... . ...•.....•... 5,760 5,920 5, 750 5,320 5,570 5,360 440 350 390 7.6 5.9 6.8 
Klttery-Yor1l 1} ................. 26,960 28,180 25 ,960 26,220 27,730 25,140 740 450 820 2.7 1.6 3.2 
Lincoln-Howland ........ . ..... 5,420 5,440 5,440 5,020 5,130 5,100 400 310 340 7.4 5.7 6.3 
Livermore Falls ................ 4,470 4,800 4,730 4,100 4,490 4,280 370 310 450 8.3 6.5 9.5 
Madawaska,Van Buren ......... 3,800 3,820 3,710 3,320 3,450 3,250 480 370 460 12.6 9.7 12.4 
Mllllnocket-East Mllllnocket •.... 4,.470 4,470 4,440 4,130 4,250 4,190 340 220 250 7.6 4.9 5.6 
Norway,Parls ... : .. . ..........• 11,220 10,980 10,990 10 ,250 10,280 10 ,030 970 700 960 8.6 6.4 8.7 
Patten-Island Fall• ...... . .••..• 2,410 2,460 2,210 2,240 2,320 2,Q70 170 140 140 7.1 5.7 6.3 
Rockland ....•........•...•..• 16,620 17,320 16,470 15,340 16 ,430 15,270 1,280 890 1,200 7.7 5.1 7.3 
Rumford .......... . •.••......• 8,350 8,330 8,570 7,610 7 ,720 7 ,730 740 610 840 8.9 7.3 9.8 
Sanford ........ . .....•.....•• 15,270 15,240 15,240 14,040 14,360 14,060 1,230 880 1,180 8.1 5.8 7.1 
Sebago lakes Region ........•. 11,250 10 ,540 9,770 10,710 10,160 9,160 540 380 610 4.8 3.6 6.2 
Skowhegan ..........••..•..•. 21,270 22,490 21,460 19 ,290 20,970 19 ,330 1,980 1.520 2,130 9.3 6.8 9.9 
Southwest Penobtcot .•...•..•. · 10,150 10,280 10,110 9,160 9,550 9,200 990 730 910 9.8 7. 1 9.0 
Watervllle ...................••. 21,360 22,580 22,160 20,010 21.540 20,700 1,350 1,040 1,460 6.3 4.6 6.6 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut ..........•.....•. n/a 1.734.1 1,675.1 n/a 1,659 .8 1,581.9 n/a 74.3 93.2 n/a 4.3 5.6 
Massachusetts ...........•..•. 3,039.0 3,074.0 3,019.0 2,916.0 2,956.0 2,882 .o 123.0 119.0 138.0 4.1 3.9 4.6 
New Hampshire ......•........ 545.4 544.4 523.8 524.7 530.5 493.6 20.7 13.9 30.2 3.8 2.6 5.8 
Rhode Island ............••.... 496. 7 508.0 491.8 470.5 485. 7 465.9 26.2 22.3 25.9 5.3 4.4 5.3 
Vermont ....... • .....••....... 288.0 286.2 274.2 272.7 273.3 260.2 15.3 12.9 14.1 5.3 4.5 5.1 
NEW ENGLAND STATES .••.•••.•. n/a 6,147.7 5,985.0 n/a 5.905.3 5,683.6 n/a 242.4 301.4 n/a 3.9 5. 0 
UNITED STATES 41 ............... 11,:; 411 111; .780 113 475 106 q,:;q , nA n~1 104 144 A 4 7'J 7 717 q , '.l 1 7.3 ~ 7 A.O 
MSA·Metropolllan Statlstlcal Area 
Note: n/a lndlcetes th11t the Information was not available at the time or printing. Employment and unemployment may not add to labor force due to rounding. 
FootnotH 
JI Lebo, lorce,emptoyment, and unemployment data for ell areas not aeaaonally adjusted. Estimates made Independently !or each labor market area hava been benchmarlted to and 
e•tropolated from the Current Poputetlon Survey eatlmatH for the state. All data adjusted to place of residence basis. Ewcludea members of the Armed Forces. 
.2J Current figures pre1fm1nary; last month and year ago figures revised • 
.JI Klttery-'ibrlt le the eight-town Maine portion ol the Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester MSA which Includes towns In both Maine and New Hampshire. 
j/ National estimates based on a aample of household visits; stale estimates based on enlargements or employment figures reported. Labo, Ma,ket /nfo,maHon Sen,;ce, l1ill 
THESE DATA ARE COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
Seasonal increases in the number unemployed contributed to a rise in the unemployment rate in the Augusta Labor 
Market Area in January. Unemployment rose 460 to 2,000 in January, while employment fell from 29,820 in December to 
28,000 in January. The resulting unemployment rate of 6.7 percent was well above the rate of 4.9 percent recorded 
in December. Employment declines occurred in both the manufacturing and nonmanufacturing sectors. Small employment 
gains in paper and allied products, textiles, and apparel were offset by losses in leather and leather products and 
metals and machinery. The area also sustained seasonal declines in contract construction, retail trade, and state 
and local government. A year ago the local unemployment rate was somewhat lower at 6.2 percent, and 1,900 local 
residents were jobless. Nationally, this January the unemployment rate rose to 7.3 percent from 6.7 percent in 
December, while Maine's unemployment rate climbed to 6.8 percent frcm 4.9 percent. 
BANGOR tETROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Traditional seasonal layoffs in the nonrnanufacturing sector and continued weakness in the leather and leather 
products industry were largely responsible for sharply higher unemployment in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (MSA) in January. Total unemployment in the area rose fran 2,000 in December to 2,500 in January, while 
resident employment fell from 40 ,000 to 36 ,200. The resulting unemployment rate of 6 .5 percent was up from last 
month's rate of 4.8 percent and sl'ightly higher than the January 1985 rate of 6.3 percent. The January 1986 
unemployment rate in the Bangor MSA remained below the state and national rates of 6.8 percent and 7.3 percent, 
respectively. Manufacturing and nonmanufacturing recorded a decline in employment between December and January. 
According to F.W. Dodge Division of McGraw-Hill, total building contracts in the Bangor MSA totaled $51.6 million in 
1985, conpared with $43.6 million in 1984, or an increase of 18 percent in construction spending. Residential 
construction totaled $41.1 million in 1985 compared with $32.3 million in the previous year, while nonresidential 
building construction edged downward fron $11.3 mil lion in 1984 to $10.5 mil lion in 1985. The resurgence of 
building construction in 1985 was felt throughout eastern Maine. Employment in contract construction in the Bangor 
MSA averaged 1, 710 in 1985, or an increase of approximately 11 percent can pared with 1984. . . I I I 
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